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pointing out how, if we do not move to
do some campaign finance reform, the
people who ran against Washington
have become the Washington they ran
against. And we all know how rapidly
that happens to people. Voters have
moved from being disillusioned with
that to now being flat-out cynical
about it, and they have every right to
be.

When I first ran for office, my aver-
age campaign contribution was $7.50.
Now, as an incumbent who has been
around for 23 years, my average cam-
paign contribution, PAC’s and individ-
uals, is $50. There are not many people
that could say that, but that is exactly
what Jefferson had in mind.

Tonight, as we know, there is a huge
Republican dinner, one more time,
where people are paying a gazillion dol-
lars for whatever. You know, I hate to
tell those people, but in my district
you can get a chicken dinner, a really
good chicken dinner, for $5 to $10. So
obviously they are not going there for
the chicken. They are going there for
some other reason.

This is one of the very few countries
in the world that pretends someone
would give you $10,000 because they be-
lieve in good government and did not
want anything for it. Having finished
today the Armed Services Committee
bill and looking at all of the stuff that
got jammed in that bill that the Presi-
dent did not want, the Joint Chiefs did
not want, the Pentagon did not want,
but some special interests wanted that
had given people a lot of campaign
money, and guess what? They got it.
They got it. They got their B–2’s, they
got their whole laundry list of what-
ever it was they wanted, although gen-
erals did not want it and the President
did not want it, and what does that
say?
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I think that it is so important for
this bipartisan group who has intro-
duced the bipartisan Clean Congress
Act to get this moving. I hope every
American holds Members’ feet to the
fire to discharge this bill and get it on
the floor.

What are some of the things in this
bill? Doing away with political action
committees, so you go back to individ-
ual contributions. That is what it is
supposed to be about, not big, huge
groups.

It also asks that we collect 60 percent
of what we get from the State that we
run in. If you are getting 100 percent of
your money from a State that you are
not representing, you have got to won-
der who is calling the tune and whose
tune the Member is dancing to.

There are other things in here that
ban tax-funded taxpayer mailings dur-
ing election years and many other of
these areas that we really need to
clean up, too.

This is what is wrong here. This
place looks like a coin-operated legis-
lative machine. The average American
feels they do not have the coins to put

in, and they do not. So they feel they
will never be heard here, and many are
not. That is why when you look at your
priorities you scratch your head and
say, Wait a minute, how did these pri-
orities get here?

Well, they got here because of this ri-
diculous funding process. I think it is
so important we clean this House of
that special interest money. It is more
important than probably anything else
we do, because that is the only way we
get to real priorities, the people’s pri-
orities, and not the fat cat priorities.

So I encourage every American to
take some time and think about this,
and say we want our Government back
as we start to close this century out
and this decade out, and ask every
Member to move on this bipartisan bill
that will clean this House and correct
this great injustice, I think. Finally we
will be able to have real priorities and
not big money priorities.
f

TRIBUTE TO DR. AND MRS. BILLY
GRAHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HUTCHINSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Kansas
[Mr. BROWNBACK] is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday in this House we voted to give
and grant to two people, well deserv-
ing, the Congressional gold medal, and
that was to Dr. Billy and Ruth Gra-
ham, and that motion passed over-
whelmingly in this House. It is going
to the Senate and hopefully will be
passed by a similar margin there and
signed by the President of the United
States.

I just wanted to recognize these two
extraordinary Americans and what
they have done, for their extraordinary
service they have committed to this
country and the people of this planet.
Dr. Graham has evangelized to more
people on this globe, on this effort,
than any human in history that he has
witnessed to during the time period of
his service, and it continues.

Many writers, both political and reli-
gious, in this country are saying we as
a Nation are entering a period of a
fourth awakening, a time period of
moral and spiritual renewal in Amer-
ica, where we look at ourselves and
say, Are we doing the rights things?
Are we doing the things that will last,
not just for this lifetime, but for a fur-
ther period of time on into eternity?

They are saying we are entering into
a period of moral and spiritual renewal,
a reassessment of our values as a coun-
try. That is going to do a great deal to
solve our true problems in America.

Mr. Speaker, as I travel my district
in eastern Kansas and talk to people
back home, I ask them, do they think
the biggest problems we face as a Na-
tion, are they moral or are they eco-
nomic? Are they the problems associ-
ated with the economy or problems as-
sociated with values? And I will get in
almost every crowd 8 or 9 to 1 that will

say the problems are moral rather than
they are economic we are facing. They
are problems with family and a disinte-
gration of the family. They are prob-
lems with drugs. They are problems
with crime. They are problems with
people not willing to work. They are
problems with people willing to do
things that if they would think about
it or if their own moral compass was a
little better set, they would not do at
all.

The problems we are facing are
moral, and the decline is taking place
there. Yet I am optimistic in looking
to the future, because I think we are fi-
nally starting to address the fun-
damental problems we have as a soci-
ety, the value problems we have, and
one does not address them in Congress.
One addresses them in the individual
community, in the individual family,
in the individual person and what he
does.

That is how we change the culture,
the society of this America. That is
how we make ourselves better. That is
how we solve our problems of family.
that is how we solve our problems of
crime. That is how we solve our prob-
lems dealing with drugs, problems
dealing with welfare. We change our-
selves and our own values and moral
and spiritual outlook.

Mr. Speaker, I think we need to get
back to the basics and get back to the
basic values, values of family, values of
work, and recognition of a higher
moral authority. When we as a society
do that, we will solve many, many of
our problems. That is what Dr. Graham
and his wife Ruth have been about for
a lifetime, is dealing with that, looking
at the internal person and what they
are doing and their personal relation-
ship with a higher moral authority.

So that is why I voted in favor of
that. I was very strongly in support of
it. And I hope that when Dr. and Mrs.
Graham get this, if it passes the Senate
and is signed into law by the President,
I hope that he and Mrs. Graham will be
invited to this Chamber to address a
joint session of Congress and address
the Nation, calling for moral and spir-
itual renewal in America.
f

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN OUT-
SIDE THE CONSTITUTIONAL
FRAMEWORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
[Ms. NORTON] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, with the
talk now about whether we shall have
clean or, shall we say, dirty CR’s or
debt limit bills, I would like to offer
some views that go to the intent of the
Framers. We need to think through
this process, for we are engaged in
something that has never happened in
200 years, or more than 200 years of the
Constitution, and it looks like we are
headed toward some recidivism in try-
ing to attach things to the debt limit
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